C 16 H 13 Br 4 No 4 ,monoclinic, P2 1 /c (no. 14), a =18.883(2) Å,
Discussion
Tetrabromphthalimide and its derivatives have been found to be useful flame retardants in polyesters, e.g. polybutylene terephthalate, and other resin formulations [1] . In the present work, the reaction of tetrabromophthalic anhydride and benzylamine in methanol is expected to form 2-benzyl-4,5,6,7-tetrabromo-isoindoline-1,3-dione, but instead the title compound formed, and this mayhave occured because of the reduced time andtemperature of thereaction. In this paper, thecrystal structure of thetitle compound is reported. The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains two benzylammonium cations and two 2,3,4,5-tetrabromo-6-(methoxycarbonyl)benzoate anions. In one anion, the dihedral angles formed by the benzene ring and the mean planes of the carboxylate and methoxycarbonyl groups are 77.3(2) and 81.1(2)°, respectively, while the dihedral angles formed by the benzene ring and the mean planes of the carboxylate and methoxycarbonylg roups are 64.9(2) and 72.3(2)°, respectively in the other one. In one cation, atom N1 is displaced by 0.840(2) Å from the benzene ring, while atom N2 is displaced by -0.680 (2)Å from the benzene ring in the other one. The bond lengths and angles are in agreement with those of the ethyl-ammonium 2-(methoxycarbonyl)-3,4,5,6-tetrabromobenzoate methanol solvate [2] and of the 2-methylanilinium 3,4,5,6-tetra-bromo-2-(methoxycarbonyl)benzoate methanol monosolvate [3] .T he crystal structure is stabilized by N-H×××Ohydrogen bonds. 
